CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

cause in Apulia a wasp and a rooster had been seen dancing after
they had been bitten. And the tarantula herself danced when-
ever she heard the music.35 A skeptical physician in Naples had
himself bitten in the left arm by two Apulian tarantulae in Au-
gust 1693 before six witnesses and a public notary. He felt a prick
and the arm was somewhat swollen, but otherwise he felt no evil
effects.36 It seemed, therefore, that it was the scorching heat of
Apulia that activated the virus and gave it its specific effect. But
then, there were other countries just as hot as Apulia where the
same tarantula occurred, and yet there was no such thing as taran-
tism. All this was very mysterious.

Another difficulty that had to be explained was presented by
the fact that the poison remained sometimes for decades in the
victim's organism without presenting any symptoms except for a
short period in the summer. This could be explained, however, in
analogy with the syphilis virus. A man could seemingly be cured
of syphilis, yet the disease would break out again after many
years, which meant that the poison was still in the system. In the
case of tarantism the virus was in the body, and what activated it
periodically was the heat as well as the music.

The physicians examined a good many patients, but the symp-
toms they found were very indefinite. Where a bite had actually
occurred there was a local wound surrounded by a livid or yellow-
ish circle with some swelling not very different from that caused
by other insect bites. Otherwise patients complained about head-
aches, difficulty of breathing, heart pains, faintings, thirst, lack
of appetite, pains in the bones. They frequently said that they
felt as if their bones had been broken. Since they all danced, the
violent exercise was enough to explain the symptoms.

The physicians also experimented with a variety of treatments.
They recommended that the wound be treated like those caused by
other venomous animals, by scarifying it with the lancet, or by
applying a cupping glass in order to extract the poison. Baglivi
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